TRANSMITTAL HISTORY FOR NEW SOUTH ASIA STUDIES MINOR

CCI Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee

UNAPPROVED Minutes

Tuesday, October 27, 2009
1. Proposal for an Interdisciplinary Minor in South Asia Studies (return) 
A. Background: 

· The committee has responded to subcommittee’s question concerning the chronological distribution of courses. It is the intent of the committee to encourage flexibility when it comes to time periods. 

· There is also flexibility for students to focus on certain subject areas. Faculty advisors or major advisors will work with students. (At our 10-27 meeting, one member had expressed concern about scarcity of science courses in proposed minor.) 

· Mercerhill provides information on how the courses were selected: First committee came up with learning objectives and then departments were asked to submit courses. If departments did not respond, then their courses are not included. In the future, departments can suggest other courses, if they so desire.

B. Discussion: 

· Q: What if 265 is the last course students take in the minor? A: That’s OK. It’s the reality of minors at OSU.

· Comment: p. 3 of proposal: For a topics course like Comp Studies 651, only the “South Asian Film” version of the course would be appropriate.

· J. Davidson: There is an EALL film course (EALL 346 Asian American Film). Why not listed? A: Maybe because it is not taught often. 

· Q: Was EALL approached? A: Almost sure. Concern: there is only one EALL course listed, and this one is cross-listed with Comp Studies: Comp Stds/EALL 323 “The Buddhist Tradition.” This is a bit strange.

· This minor is a stand-alone minor. Originally, it was going to be housed in International Studies (no longer the case).
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· Proposal could be more fleshed out.

· p. 10 of concurrence form: “What about economics, health, environmental issues?”; A: The committee would be happy to include those terms if a unit can offer courses that cover them. 

· Q: Does Geography not have courses for this minor? A: We asked them and they did not respond. 

· Comment: “Geo 513: South Asia: Ecology, Economy, and Politics” exists. This course has no prerequisites. 

· Proposal seems weak on physical world. The focus is more on the humanities.

· Requirement: students have to take courses from at least two academic units. A student could actually put a minor together that has nothing to do with contemporary world. Perhaps we should suggest that students take courses within different historical periods. On the other hand, some students might like to concentrate on one historical period.

· Minor needs to be declared before graduation. So we can’t sequence the courses. This makes the core ASC 265 course another problem (that is, this overview course could be taken at the end of the minor). Reaction to that comment: given the reality of minors at Ohio State, it is the one chance that we have to guarantee that students are exposed to a certain content.

· The only way to impose sequencing is by imposing prerequisites.

· Comment: Should we ask for higher level courses in broader range rather than ask for core ASC 265?

· Feedback: Is the intent to have a broad distribution requirement concerning ancient vs. modern topics?

· Sent back.
